
ADVOCATE 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church       September 2018 

41 West College Avenue 

Westerville, Ohio 43081-2103 

614-882-3155 Phone     614-882-2421 Fax  

www.westervillefirstpresbyterian.org 

  

Rally Day 2018 
Sunday, September 9 

 

10:15 a.m.  -  Worship 
 Bibles Presented  

The Choir Returns 

Construction Updates 
 

11:30 a.m.  -  Picnic on the Church Lawn 
Bring a dish to share, but not dessert. Marcy and 

Bill Eves will serve cake in celebration of their 

50th wedding anniversary. Meat and drinks will 

also be provided.  Kids will enjoy games and 

activities planned by the Christian Ed team.  

 (In case of rain, we’ll move inside!) 
 
Rally Day is also the kick-off for the Dine-With-Nine Fellowship Groups.  These 

small groups meet once a month for dinner at members‘ homes.  Groups are 

shuffled each year so that participants can enjoy the company of more First 

Presbyterian members. Please talk to Bob Place if you want to be in a Dine-

With-Nine Group this year. 

http://www.westervillefirstpresbyterian.org/


 

Possible Sale (or Lease) of 29 West College Building 

 
As most of you are aware, First Presbyterian Church owns the house next door, originally known 

as the Annex, then renamed the Hannah Mayne House. Most recently, it‘s been known as the 29 

West College building.  Before we completed our church expansion and renovations, we were 

considering the renovation of 29 West College to provide additional meeting and office space.  

Those needs have largely been satisfied by our new addition.  Over the past year, Session has 

been discussing our options relative to the building and its future. 

 

We were recently approached by a group that is interested in purchasing or leasing the building 

from us. We are in very early/very preliminary discussions with them regarding this.  They are 

hoping to renovate the building for use as an art studio/gallery.  They are approaching the project 

with their ―eyes open,‖ meaning they have toured the building and know its current condition. 

 

We will have a brief informational meeting in Fellowship Hall AFTER our Sunday services on 

August 26 to provide an update on the project and give you an opportunity to ask questions and 

express your thoughts on the future of the property. Any sale of the property will require 

approval by the Session, the congregation, and the Presbytery. 

 

We had one informational meeting on August 26.  We will hold a second informational meeting 

on Sunday, Sept. 23, following the worship service (approx. 11:30 a.m.), which will review the 

first meeting and provide new information on the property and possible sale. 

 

 

  

? 
 



More about Our New Addition…. 
 

 New Elevator 

Now that the new elevator has been in operation for over 

 a month, it‘s probably hard to remember the nine or ten 

 months we were without an elevator or the days of the 

 old elevette.   

 

FYI -- If you will be using the new elevator for moving  

stuff, we have protective pads that we can hang in the  

elevator to protect the sides and the finish.  Please  

contact any member of the Administrative Services  

team if you need to have the protective pads installed  

in the elevator. 

 

 

 Handicapped Parking 

With the completion of our renovation project, we have TWO (2) HANDICAPPED parking 

spaces located along the western edge of the east parking lot.  These are required by ADA and 

city code.  In response to a member‘s request, we will be designating the NINE (9) spaces in the 

SOUTH LOT – along Thomas Alley – as additional handicapped (or special needs) parking on 

SUNDAYS ONLY.  On weekdays, these spaces will continue to be available for general use, but 

on SUNDAYS ONLY, they will be designated as ―special needs‖ parking, which will include 

handicapped, expectant mothers, etc.  New signs have been ordered but in the meantime, we 

would appreciate it if our more-able-bodied members would reserve these spaces for members 

who need them. 

ALSO – PLEASE REMEMBER that on weekdays (M-F), we lease the EIGHT (8) spaces 

immediately behind the garage to the City of Westerville.  If you are visiting the church during 

the week, please avoid parking in these eight spaces. 

 

 

 Keys 

Please note that ALL exterior doors have now been re-keyed to the new church master key 

system.  The old door keys will no longer work in any of the exterior doors.  If you need a new 

key, please see, call, or email Jim Hines.  NOTE – the garage and the 29 West building have 

NOT been re-keyed and still operate with the old key. 

 

  

 



Vice Moderator of the Presbytery  

to Preach at First Presbyterian 

 
The Rev. Rebecca Tollefson, retired Executive Director of the Ohio Council of Churches and 

current Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley, will lead us in worship on Sunday, 

September 16.   

   

 
 

Coats Collected for  

Presbytery Mission Ministry 
At the September 18 Presbytery meeting at First Presbyterian Church, 

Grove City, coats and jackets will be collected for the West Side 

Urban Ministry (WUM), a ministry of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley. 

WUM collects new or gently used clean, reusable coats and jackets, 

hats and mittens for school children ages 5-17. Items are delivered to 

the school nurses or counselors at schools on the West Side of Columbus, to use as they see fit. 

No applications. No waiting. Just a kid who is shivering.  If you have a coat to contribute to this 

wonderful cause, you may bring it to Rev. Gauen‘s office by noon on Tuesday, Sept. 18.  He and 

Bill McCormick will take the coats to the Presbytery meeting. 

 

 

Tapestry of a Town 
 

WE DID IT!  On July 29, with your help and support, Westerville Habitat Partnership had its 

most successful Tapestry of a Town ever! Many thanks to all 1st Pres. members who purchased 

tickets, gave donations, or wished us well with this endeavor. 

 

The money is now counted and turned in. We raised over $6000!!  All of it will go toward 

building homes for families who need a safe, affordable place to live. As Sue Ann Norton 

expressed in church, we are small but mighty. 

 

Thank you!    Thank you!    Thank you! 

 



EVE   EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN! 
 

 

 

 

Our church library is back with a fresh new look!  The old library space is now, well… 

something else.  The former library had books of all kinds, as well as paintings on the walls and 

items of significance, like beautiful communion chalices.  But the library had become a bit like a 

household ‗junk room‘ with a little bit of this and that; it had lost its organization.  Some TLC 

was in order.      
 

So, where is our library now?  If you take the elevator to the 2
nd

 Floor, you will walk into the 

library space.  Over a year ago I packed up the library books (with the help of Robin Buser), and 

those boxes were recently moved back to the new space.  What I discovered as I started to re-

shelve the books was that about 60%-70% of the items had no shelf numbers, and items were not 

where they should have been.  For some time, many items have been donated or just put into the 

library with no one overseeing its organization.  We have no ‗official church librarian‘ even 

though Nancy Beverage or others who preceded us lovingly took time to give each and every 

item a proper Dewey Decimal number.  When I worked in a public school, we had no religious 

books, so the ‗200‘ section has been a learning experience for moi.  I didn‘t know eschatology 

from apologetics or Aprocrypha, numerically speaking.  And if you need to look those words up, 

we have a regular dictionary, as well as Bible dictionaries, Bible encyclopedia, commentaries, 

and other references books, as well as books on all matters related to Christianity and all matters 

Presbyterian.  My goal is to get everything we have on a shelf before Rally Day with Dewey 

Decimal numbers, so all ‗like items‘ will be together in their proper place, or as close to that as 

possible.    
 

On a personal note, the time I‘ve spent recently in trying to lovingly organize our collection has 

brought me closer to this church and some of its history.  We have donated items with names of 

current and former members that remind me of the significance of our church family in 

deepening the faith of those who have come before us, as well as those of us at the present time.   
 

I would like to invite everyone to stop in and browse the shelves and the space.  We have four 

very comfortable chairs as a cozy reading nook in addition to a ‗work space‘ table and chairs 

with new seat pads.  As new items are added (or some past items returned), it is my hope that 

you might find a hidden treasure or two to borrow for a while.  Also, if you have some books 

around your house (in good condition) that you think might enrich our library, donations would 

be welcome.  We have a few secular items (fiction novels, self-help books, etc.) that might be of 

interest as well as items that are strictly ‗religious‘ in nature.  There are even some biographies of 

the lives of former members and copies of our congregation history:  God’s House, Our Home. 
 

We have no ‗check out‘ system in place – no fines or fees for borrowing!  We are strictly on the 

honor system, so if you borrow something, please return it in a reasonable amount of time to the 

‗Return‘ table.  All are invited to come in and linger a while.  

 

“Seek, and ye shall find.” 
--Bev Etling 

  

 



Attention, All Veterans! 
 
  

 

 

This year marks the 100
th

 anniversary of Veterans Day, November 11.  It happens to fall on a 

Sunday, so we would like to do something a little different this year to honor our church 

members who are veterans.   
 

On Sunday, November 11, we would like to take photos of our veterans who are at the worship 

service.  If you are in attendance on that day, we would like you to do one of the following: 
 

1. Wear your military uniform or something from your time in the military  

(hat, jacket, shirt, etc.).  

2. If that is not possible, then please try to dress in something with patriotic colors like 

navy blue slacks, white shirt, & tie. 
 

We would like to put together a photo collage of all of our members who have served our 

country.  Because of your willingness to serve and protect our freedoms, we are free to worship 

as we choose.  Thank you for that!   
 

 

 

More details will follow in the Advocate in the next two months. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
RESCHEDULED! 

GOLF OUTING – Saturday, September 15, 10:00 am  
 

We will play at the Big Walnut Golf Course,  

6638 St. Rt. 61 in Sunbury.   
 

The cost will be $12.00 for 9 holes, including cart.  For the 19
th

 Hole, the Nortons have invited 

participants to a picnic lunch afterward at their cabin.  (Directions will be given to golfers when 

they arrive at the golf course.)  We cannot assume that all of those who signed up before will be 

able to participate on this new date.  So…  please sign up (again, even if you did previously) by 

Rally Day (9/9) so we will have an accurate headcount for the golf course and lunch.   

Questions:  Lane Hough or Sue Ann Norton  

 

        

 

 

 



Youth Groups in September 

 
Introducing Our New Youth Group Leaders: 

Lizzie Gauen and Audra Hauff! 

 
Lizzie grew up in First Presbyterian‘s youth group and is looking forward to doing a lot of fun 

activities this fall while responding to God‘s call to help others.  Audra is a parent of two First 

Presbyterian Youth and is committed to helping to make our youth program successful.  They 

will lead two youth events each month for young people in grades 6-12.  Most of the events will 

be held right after worship and include lunch. 

September 9 – 11:30 a.m. – Rally Day Picnic 

September 16—11:30 a.m. – Painting Project; Youth will paint the Youth Room downstairs 

September 30 – 11:30 a.m. – CROP Walk; Youth will meet for lunch at the church then drive to 

the walk at Hoff Park 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bibles 
 

Rally Day is coming up on September 9.  We will be celebrating many things on this day, 

including the distribution of Bibles to 3 years olds and to 4
th

 graders.  If your child is turning 3 in 

2018 or is starting 4
th

 grade, please contact Rev. Mark Gauen or Rev. Heather Hicks to ensure 

we will have a Bible for your child on this day.  If your son or daughter was scheduled to receive 

a Bible last year and did not receive one, please let us know so we will be sure to have one this 

year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAM 
 

Our Jesus and Me (JAM) program will start on Rally day, September 9.  Please bring your child to join us 

during worship time, and stay after for the picnic and games.  We cannot wait to see you and your child 

on this special day! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovery Zone 
Wednesday, October 3, 4:30 p.m. 

 
Discovery Zone will be starting soon for youth from preschool up through 5

th
 grade. Mark your 

calendar for Wednesday, October 3, at 4:30pm.  During Discovery Zone, we will also begin 

practicing for our spring musical. Please make sure to have your child here if he or she wants to 

participate in the musical.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o

Youth Helpers 

 
Many of our youth are excellent helpers, and we would like to give them an opportunity to help out with 

our Discovery Zone program.  All youth who are in middle or high school and would like to be a 

Discovery Zone helper, please contact Rev. Heather Hicks.  There will be a training event for these 

helpers on Saturday, September 22, at 6pm. 

 

  



 

Backpack Bounty Begins Again 
 

 
As the school year begins, one of our mission projects is to provide weekend meals to families with 

school-age children who receive free or reduced -price meals at Huber Ridge Elementary.  

 

The large green bags to collect the cans and boxes were moved several times during construction. They 

are now located under the stairs at the new entrance, near the Pike County collection.  There are also 

boxes at the front entrance for donations.  

 

Among the items always needed are graham crackers, saltines, and cans of fruit, tuna, and chicken. Lists 

of needed items will be available in the binder in the Gathering Place that also has flower and coffee hour 

sign-ups.  

 

Thank you for your generosity, which has in the past allowed us to serve as many as six families every 

week during the school year. If you have questions, ask these committee members: Glenna Cameron, 

Bernie Simpkins, Karen Nussdorfer, or Kay Mackan. They are assisted in packing by the Discovery Zone 

Kids.  

 

Collection Baskets for Pike County  

(and Backpack Bounty) 
 
NEW LOCATIONS for Pike County (and Backpack Bounty) collection containers: 

        1.   In hallway between the front entrance and the rumble seat (back of sanctuary) 

        2.   At rear entrance: go down one flight of stairs and turn left. Baskets are under the stairway. 

 

Nonperishable food and clothing are always welcome for Pike County. Certain canned and boxed food is 

needed for Backpack Bounty (see above article).  

 

THANK YOU for your continued support of both missions! 

 

New AED Machine Is Here! 
 
Our Health Ministry Team has been able to obtain an automated external defibrillator for our church. 

Through our agreement with Mt. Carmel Church Partnership, First Presbyterian Church was able to 

purchase a Zoll AED at a significantly reduced price. Several members of the church have been trained in 

how to use the device.  

Location: The AED is in the white box on the wall in the Gathering Place, to the left of the Knox Room 

doors.  

Instruction: We will soon be announcing the dates for instruction in the use of the device. 

 

Also, anyone interested in joining the Health Ministry Team is welcome. No medical experience needed. 

Next meeting is Monday, September 17, at 7:00 pm.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

  



How Do I…. 

Introducing a new Advocate feature to answer questions that members or visitors might have. 

Feel free to suggest additional questions! Send them to Linda Barr 

 

How do I… 
 

 become a member of the church? 

Contact Rev. Mark Gauen (614-882-3155). Orientations for new members are held 

periodically, with all welcome to attend and bring any questions they might have. 

 

 enter my child in Sunday School or Discovery Zone--or help with either program? 

Contact Rev. Heather Hicks (614-882-3155). She will be delighted to have you and/or 

your child become part of the Youth Program. Discovery Zone meets most Wednesday 

afternoons during the school year. (For more info, see those articles in this Advocate.) 

 

 help with the Special Adult Sunday School Class?  

This class meets on Sunday mornings from about 9-10 a.m. during the school year. 

Contact Glenna Cameron for more information or ways you can help. 

 

 join our amazing choir? 

Contact the church‘s Music Director, Earl Linhart.  

He welcomes more choir members, especially if 

they have sung in a high school, college,  

or community choir. There are no try-outs.  

Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:30 pm, beginning  

September 5. 

 

 find out the church hours or other basic information about the church? 

Call the church (614-882-3155) or visit our website: www.westervillefirstpresbyterian.org 

 

 identify my Deacon? 

Every church member has a Deacon. If your Deacon has not already contacted you, call 

Debbie Dunlope, moderator of the Deacons.  

 

 provide flowers for the sanctuary on a Sunday morning? 

You can sign up to contribute flowers for a certain Sunday using the binder in the 

Gathering Place. The current cost is $33. After the service, you can take the flowers home 

or donate them to a church member who is ill, bereaved, and so forth. The Deacon of the 

Month will take the flowers to that person. (Or you can do it yourself, if you prefer.) 

 

 help prepare communion for the first Sunday of the month? 

Contact Linda Backus to sign up. She will provide training, and an experienced preparer 

will work with you the first time around. 

 

http://www.westervillefirstpresbyterian.org/


 

 help serve communion on the first Sunday of the month? 

According to Presbyterian rules, only Deacons and Elders can serve communion. If you 

have been ordained as either one and have not been called to serve, please contact Linda 

Barr. 

  

 become an Elder or Deacon? 

There are 12 of each. Every year, up to four Elders and four Deacons end their terms. The 

Nominating Committee (elected positions) chooses candidates to replace them, and the 

congregation votes on them.  Elections are held each Spring.  The current chair of this 

committee is Bill McCormick. 

 

 become a liturgist, reading Scripture as part of the Sunday morning service? 

You can sign up in the binder in the Gathering Place. Call Rev. Gauen if you have any 

questions. Training is provided about once a year, but you don‘t have to complete it to 

serve as a liturgist. 

 

 provide cookies or other treats for the  

fellowship time after the service? 

The binder in the Gathering Place also  

has a section where you can sign up to  

provide cookies. If no one signs up, no  

cookies! Contact Sharon Davis with  

questions.  

 

 

 participate on a church committee? 

What committees are there, anyway? Below is a list with the people to contact. All of 

these committees welcome new members! 

 Administrative Services: Doug Dunlope or Jim Hines 

 Christian Education: Kim Wise 

 Membership, Evangelism, and Events: Matt Borth or Jack Anderson  

 Outreach: Bill McCormick  

 Stewardship & Finance: Lane Hough or Lori Lampel  

 Worship and Music: Phil Nussdorfer or Diana Westfall 

 

 help with the Health Ministry? 

Kim Hunt is in charge of this ministry. It‘s a Deacon project, but all are welcome to help. 

The next meeting is Monday, September 17, at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

  

 



 submit an article to this newsletter? 

Send it to Linda Barr. The deadline each month is the third Sunday. 

 

 help with any needed repairs or upkeep at church? 

Check out the article about the Job Jar, right after this one. 

 prepare or serve food for Manna Café? 

A group from our church travels to Broad St. Methodist Church four times a year to 

provide dinner to those who otherwise would go hungry. To sign up, call Glenna 

Cameron. 

 

 help with Backpack Bounty? 

Every week during the school year, our church (often the kids in Discovery Zone) fills six 

backpacks with food for the weekend. These backpacks are delivered to students in 

Huber Ridge School in Westerville. To help buy, pack, or deliver the food, contact Kay 

Mackan or Bernie Simpkins. Food and financial donations are always greatly 

appreciated. Check out the related article in this Advocate. 

 

 contribute to or use the services of the  

church Medial Assistance Program (MAP)? 

If you have an unneeded pair of crutches,  

a cane, a walker, a wheelchair, or another  

device, you can donate it to this program.  

If you need a temporary or permanent  

loan of any of these or other medical devices,  

contact John Cameron. 

 

 

 

 share your sewing, quilting, or other needlework projects? 

Come to the next Fabrics of Faith meeting in October. Everyone is welcome for 

fellowship and sharing! Contact Beckey Stamm for more information. 

 

 help support the people in Pike County? 

Sharon and John Davis organize food and clothing on an on-going basis and transport it 

to the appreciative folks in Pike County. For more information, call the Davises.  

 

 



The Job Jar 

 

 

Several times a year, the Administrative Services team  

schedules ―work days,‖ when a group of people gets 

together to clean up or generally help out around the church.   

Not everyone is able to participate on these work days,  

so some members have asked what they can do when they  

have free time to help out around the church.   And to no one‘s  

surprise, a lot of jobs – both small and large – need to be done  

around the church.  For example, current pending projects include: 

 

 Cleaning out and painting the old Backpack Bounty Room on the lower level 

 Painting the black sprinkler pipes around the 1st floor and in the Fellowship Hall.   

o This job can be broken down into smaller projects and wouldn‘t need to be done 

all at once. 

 Cleaning the kitchenette on the 1
st
 floor 

 Cleaning out the 29 West building 

 Cleaning and hanging window blinds in the Knox (1
st
 floor) and Blue (2

nd
 floor) Rooms 

 Gardening 

 Exterior cleanup 

 CLEANING SEEMS TO BE A RECURRING PATTERN HERE – DOESN‘T IT? 

So, to address need for volunteer help around the church, Session has approved a new idea – 

THE JOB JAR.  It will actually be not a jar, but a binder in the Gathering Place. You will find 

―job tickets‖ for anything that needs to be done around the building.  If you have some time to 

volunteer – anywhere from a couple of hours to a couple of days – you can check the binder to 

see what needs to be done. 

Each ―job ticket‖ lists the skills required, the materials needed, the estimate time to complete, 

etc.  For some jobs, you might want to recruit a friend to work with you, or you can write a note 

on the job ticket that you‘d be happy to work with someone else.  

ALSO – if you see something around the church that should be done, feel free to bring it to the 

attention of Doug Dunlope, Jim Hines, or anyone on the Administrative Services team. We‘ll 

add a new job ticket to the job jar! 

 

Painting Project  
Sunday, Sept. 16, 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  

 

Have you seen the church garage lately?  It needs a good coat of paint--and we are going to 

provide it!  Join us on Sunday, Sept. 16, right after worship. Wear your painting clothes to 

church!  We‘ll have a quick lunch and then take to our paint brushes.  If it rains, we have another 

painting project inside the church. (Be sure to check out the new Job Jar for other ways to help 

our church. See the article above.) 

 

 



       

 

 

            Thursday Dine-Out Group 
                Thursday, September 13, 6:30 pm 

 
On Thursday (not Friday), September 13, at 6:30 pm, we will meet at Smokey Bones at 

EASTON, 3939 Morse Crossing. (The Smokey Bones at Polaris has closed permanently.) 

Everyone is welcome! Going south on 270, turn right onto Easton Way. Go past the Hilton and 

Trader Joe‘s and turn right onto Morse Crossing. Then turn left, and you are there. We have 

never gone to this restaurant, but many loved the one on Polaris. The cuisine is moderately 

priced, a general American menu with several BBQ options. You can Google the menu.  If you‘d 

like to go, please contact Jim Hines or Bob Place. 

 

            Dine-with-Nine Groups Forming 
Dine-with-Nine groups meet in each other‘s homes every month or so to share dinner. The 

groups are for singles and couples and available to our members and friends. A vegetarian group 

is also forming again.  

 

The Dine-with-Nine groups will be formed by early September, before Rally Day, so please 

immediately contact Bob Place to join one of these great fellowship groups.  Once members 

experience a group for a year, almost all continue for many years, joining a different group each 

year.  If you are already in a group, you do not need to call, but if you wish to join a group and 

were not in one last year, please call Bob right away. 

 

 

 

Ladies Night Out 
Tuesday, September 18, 6:30  

 

This month, we‘ll meet at Carfagna‘s Restaurant,  

2025 Polaris Parkway (between I-71 and  

Worthington Rd; (614) 848-4488 

Note: Kim Hunt has organized this group for years  

and is ready for someone else to take over.  

Interested? Talk to Kim. Identifying a restaurant  

each month, with help from the group, and  

managing the sign-up is a good way to get to  

know more church members!   

Right: Having fun at Bru Burgers in August!  

 

 

tel:614-848-4488


 

 

 

CROP Is Coming!  Can You Walk? Donate? 
 

We hope you will be able to participate in our annual CROP walk on Sunday, September 30.   

A quarter of all the money we raise will go to WARM (Westerville Area Resource Ministry), 

and the remaining 75 percent goes to CROP, an international organization overseen by Church 

World Services. These ecumenical walks provide an opportunity for each of us to walk side by 

side with other socially conscious people, from our own congregation and from several other 

community churches.  CROP delivers about $100 million annually to developing communities 

and countries around the world, with many hundreds of walks taking place across the USA each 

fall.  The money goes to help people develop their own community gardens and their own water 

supply.  It also helps with emergency food relief, but the most important aspect is to help people 

produce their own food. 

 

Our church and two others in Westerville have raised about $6000 in each of the last several 

years.  Our congregation usually is the most active, contributing around $3000 each year.  We 

want to expand our walk because that will mean more farming assistance, water wells, and 

emergency food relief for food-challenged people.  This is an opportunity for both adults and 

youth to take a personal step toward direct involvement with a worthy service project. 

 

On September 30, we will gather at Hoff Woods (across from the post office on McCorkle) at 1 

pm to register and have a short service of gratitude to send us off to walk at 1:30.  The walk is 

from 1 to 6 miles and is entirely within the confines of Hoff Woods Park.  The distance is your 

choice, depending on how much you want to/can walk.  Ahead of time, walkers find as many  

financial supporters as they feel comfortable approaching, and then most church supporters will 

pay directly to the church treasurer. 

 

Please contact Bob Place to let him know that you plan to walk.  He will give you support 

materials so you can approach church members, family, and friends and ask them to support your 

efforts. We hope you can join us in this vital ministry to God‘s children. 

 

 
 
 

  



 

One Man’s (or Woman’s) Trash …… 
 

We‘re in the process of cleaning out the church Annex (aka 29 West College), and some surplus 

furniture is looking for a new home.  We have 24 slightly smaller chairs and 16 slightly larger 

ones (see pictures).  In addition, we have a crib with fixed sides (neither side goes up or down). 

 

If you can provide a home for any of these chairs or the crib or if you know of a school, day-

care, etc. that might be interested, please contact Jim Hines. 

 

  

 
 



    

 

  



Adult Growth and Development 

  

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

Activity When Where What 

Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study  

Tuesdays,  

9:30-11:00 a.m. 

 

Knox 

Meeting 

Room 

―The Spreading Fire-The Book of 

Acts‖ Join us this month as we begin 

a study of the New Testament Book 

of Acts.  See how the church was 

born in the fire of the Holy Spirit and 

how that fire spread throughout the 

world. 

 

4
th

 Monday 

Discussion 

4
th

 Mondays, 

7:30 p.m. 
Knox 

Meeting 

Room 

Be sure to join us on Monday, 

September 24, as we discuss Faith in 

Words, a collection of writings by a 

variety of Presbyterian authors. 

 

Sunday Seminar 

(formerly called 

the Library 

Class) 

Sunday Mornings 

9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Knox 

Meeting 

Room 

The adult Bible class, renamed 

Sunday Seminar, resumes on 

September 9. This class is for all who 

want to understand our faith and 

apply it to the world in which we live.   

We are studying Strength to Love, a 

collection of MLK Jr's sermons.  

Circle 4 Women  

  
3

rd
 Thursdays, 

11:00 a.m. 
Raisin Rack 

2545 W. 

Schrock (at 

the corner of 

Schrock and 

Cleveland) 

Our Presbyterian Women‘s Group 

meets monthly for fellowship and 

Bible study. Be sure to join us at our 

next meeting, September 20. Elaine 

Foley is our study leader. 



Pastor’s Page     
 

 

Dear Friends: 

Since last March, the Session has been wrestling with what to do with the Hannah 

Mayne House (also known as The Annex, or the 29 West Property).  The choices 

boil down to selling it, remodeling it, tearing it down, or leaving it as is for a while longer.  Recently, a 

business has approached us about buying this property, and so the decision on what to do with it may be 

close at hand.  Because this may involve selling property, Presbyterian polity says that the congregation 

must vote on this.  So the Session has begun a process of preparing the congregation to make this 

decision.  On August 26, we had an informational meeting on this issue, and we will have another one 

after worship on Sept. 23.  The purpose of these meetings is to exchange information and ideas that will 

help us in our decision-making process.   

It also might be helpful to remember that in the church our objective in making a decision is to discern 

God‘s will.  Thus, while we will take a vote on this matter, what we really hope to reach is a consensus as 

to how God is leading us.  Elder Lori Lampel helped the Session understand this last month by sharing 

this article by Stephen Cole, pastor of the Flagstaff Christian Fellowship in Arizona.  Here is what Rev. 

Cole wrote: 

Consensus leadership refers to the process in a local church by which the elders make decisions by 

seeking the mind of God, not by “voting their own mind.” The mind of God will be revealed by an 

uncoerced unanimity among the elders, reached after thorough, biblically-based discussion and 

prayer. In some decisions, individual elders may not be in full agreement, but they may not have such 

strong disagreement as to prevent the group from taking action. But if an elder disagrees strongly or 

has a strong hesitation, either on biblical grounds or based on an inner sense that a decision is not 

from God, then the rest of the elders should recognize that disagreement or hesitation as a check from 

God and should withhold action. Then they must work through the matter with further discussion, 

prayer, and seeking of God’s will through God’s Word. 

The key is corporate sensitivity to God’s will as revealed to fellow elders. The Lord promises, “I will 

instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon 

you.” (Ps. 32:8-9.) 

Our human tendency is to be too quick to act and not to labor in prayer and waiting upon God. The 

vote system enables and encourages a body of leaders to bypass the arduous process of prayer and 

submission to God and to one another. While the consensus system is much more cumbersome and 

time consuming, it provides God the check that God wants on our human wisdom and self-will. It 

forces self-willed elders to face their stubbornness and to submit to others. It requires difficult 

matters to be submitted to the corporate wisdom of all of the elders.  

While Cole‘s advice is to church elders, I think that his advice applies to all of us.  Decision making in the 

church at all levels is a laborious process.  But if done right—with open discussion and prayerful 

thought—we will find that our decisions will honor God and bless this community.  May God bless and 

guide all of us as we make our church‘s decisions—on the Hannah Mayne House and all the other 

decisions this church is called to make. 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Mark 


